Four events in recent months have been of significance that they have affected all of us either directly or indirectly. These events like the four horsemen of the Apocalypse bring with them reflection, revelation, judgement and hope. The first of these events is "the Bristol case", a drama of huge proportions which reverberated far and wide and has held the attention of doctors, patients and politicians. If the medical profession is to regain the trust of patients then we must prove that we are serious about self-regulation and we need to embrace wholeheartedly the concept of clinical governance. The Apocalyptic rider on the black horse was holding a pair of scales in his hand. In captured for posterity in the words of Aneurin Bevan: "We are doing the most civilised thing in the world -putting the welfare of the sick in front of every consideration". There is no doubt that as a society we still believe that the NHS is "the most civilised thing". The medical profession in recent years has been a very loud advocate of the service, often lambasting successive governments over any perceived threats to the health service. Many young doctors born since 1948 find it almost incredible that just months before the NHS was due to be launched eighty six percent of doctors voted to have nothing to do with it. The lesson for us all is that we need to be ever watchful that a gap does not appear between medical politics and the greater good. The 50th Anniversary has given us an opportunity to reflect on the hardship and deprivation prior to the welfare reforms and to re-affirm our allegiance to a comprehensive national health service. The third event was ushered in by the rider of the pale horse of the Apocalypse. Its rider was named Death and he carried the bomb to Omagh. That dreadful tragedy has brought to us all a. grief which is still too raw and too unspeakable. However, through the tears and the bloodshed of that day we saw doctors, nurses, ambulance-men and a whole host of others working tirelessly and expertly: each man and woman working together to save, to mend, to comfort and console. As these images were flashed across continents we were immensely proud of their bravery and commitment and proud to know them as our colleagues and friends. The fourth event was the Good Friday Agreement, leading to the Referendum and the Assembly elections. Whilst this will change the whole political face of Northern Ireland it will have particular consequences for the health and social services. The responsibility for health and social services will in the future rest with men and women who live amongst us, use our health services and depend on us for their electoral mandate. The new local minister for Health will need all our help and advice in one of the most challenging remits in the new administration. It would be tempting for the Assembly to concentrate their efforts on resolving the debate over our acute hospitals; however, if we are to build a sustainable future for our province public health needs to be placed firmly on the agenda. The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is a fundamental human right. It will only be achieved if there is an integrated approach to combating the causes of ill health in our society. The Assembly will have to pursue policies which are aligned across all departments and sectors not 
